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Local treasure
Do you want to support small makers, to save waning

craft traditions, to cherish our dwindling skills and see

them passed on to the next generation? Of course you

do! What kind of person would say “no! I want to stamp

out the hand-made and move everything to machine

production.” Not a Selvedge reader, that much is 

certain. But on the other hand filling our homes with the 

unedited labours of love produced by craftspeople

whose ‘enthusiasm’ overwhelms their design sensibility

is a high price to pay to keep weavers, woodturners and

potters in business.

So it’s a relief to find out that such self sacrifice

is no longer necessary. Denise Lewis and Caryl

Terlezki, two Welsh women, have undertaken the

task of showcasing local crafts from the Cardigan

Bay area and – this is the good bit – making sure

each and every carefully commissioned item is

designed as beautifully as it is made.

Blodwen’s General Stores (despite its reassuringly

solid name, the shop exists only online) can supply you

with cashmere knitwear, earthenware made in Wales’

oldest pottery, hand turned wooden vessels or 

sumptuous ‘carthenni’ (blankets) woven in a 150 year

old mill in Drefach. The list of products couldn’t sound

more homely or appealing but standards are 

uncompromising; baskets are hand-woven from willow,

the rosewater distilled from wild roses on a hill in

Cilcennin, journals are hand-bound and bespoke clogs

hewn from sycamore then hand stitched and dyed. It’s

not about a quick fix, a cheap thrill or a disposable 

purchase. Blodwen joins a growing list of ethical 

retailers and the company’s principles are high. They

aim to kickstart “genuine rural regeneration” and are

proud of their links to grass-roots organisations such as

the Young Farmers Club and Merched Y Wawr – the

Welsh equivalent to the Women's Institute .

Founder Denise Lewis was born in Newcastle

Emlyn, Cardiganshire and is a Welsh speaker (products

will be bilingually labelled in Welsh and English). She

loves the local area but also knows her country crafts

are likely to end up in urban apartments. A marketing

consultant and formerly Group Director of Corporate

Affairs at Orange plc, where, over a period of seven

years, she oversaw the brand’s global expansion.

Denise is perfectly placed to reposition craft in the 

conciousness of previously uninterested consumers

while business partner Caryl, an international interior

architect will no doubt ensure the design ethos of

Blodwen never falters. Together they have “sprinkled

some contemporary style and design, and added some

technology” to an existing resource – centuries of

craftsmanship. And although they are modest, 

preferring to turn the spotlight on the talented makers

they represent, they deserve to be praised – cutting and

polishing an existing gem is a skill in itself. •••

Join Selvedge in a celebration of Welsh craft. On the

8th May we will be visiting The Jen Jones Welsh Quilt

Centre for a private tour and lecture on Welsh Quilts

(see pg 44). After lunch Denise Lewis, founder of

Blodwen, will speak on the history of Welsh textile

crafts. Blodwen products will be available to buy with

a special Selvedge discount of **%. Tickets £45

including transport between Lampeter railway station

and the Quilt Centre, morning coffee, cake and a 

buffet lunch, T: +44(0)341 9721 www.selvedge.org,

Blodwen, T***********, www.blodwen.com

     




