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The best Chnsimas presents are the ones you make yourself but if you don't
nave tme, Nerg are some that we made earker. Al available at the cick of

a mousa, these gfts have been handmade with painstaking care and shdll over
the Course Of days, weeks and even yaars in vanous comers of Britain,
Inteniews by Sophie de Rosée. Photographs by Kitty Gale
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Ui Diavvies Froes in deepest west Wales and exrns a living by making wooden
Sowis, spoons, Bdkes and other obgects by hand n b open-asr workshop

e Le Dekl', froan which he can =00 the sta. He has woo hindreds of awands
Cromeiies aodd slver cups’) and s products ane sold exchusmely \Bnough
Bodwen, in onkine anisan stoee selling Weldh sexnles and homewanes
mever learnt how b do ke Diandes, 63, s “InE puer i me | slarted making
ol wihenh | was viry voung. probably aboat 10 vears okl.” He somerted
= parage noal 1o his Bouse inko @ shanstoosn and shop 1l peapis heas
shous through word of mouth snd feoes meseing hisn st coustry fxire The
o= taming peecess is a lengihy one that requsnes patience nnd dedicanon
B buys windblown wood, soemetines emtize sivs or 10:0on trees, from searksy
Sarms. and hauds them on a trector and trailer up to ks wodohop, where he
ety about makimg planks, keeping the betier wood for teming and carving,
il mung the wasie to heat bis honse The best types of timber for wood-
merning include cak, syeamore. beech, ash, Isburmum, yew, monkey purzle,
el and bally. He painstakmghy stocks up the wood to dry ouf in bos
workahop: 4 year for overy mch, 80 i Sin-thick plank akes five voars ‘It
posmide Lo dry 1t faster m a kiln but 2l mine is dome shwdy becaase the older
85 the betier 0 (2. [ stare it all up in my shed under cover, [t pets plenty of
Wl i through it bus no sun; that’s the seceed.’ 1 dakes bum three hours o
e 5 gpoon and gx bours i make a ladie “T'm wery panticalar and
mervibing's got oo e right &) the time | coald meaks one spoon & an kour
s [d pather take chree hosars 1o do a pood one thas make a rough one @
= boer! RO, froare £78 - basady, froes S48 F00 25000008 Modbivr cow |
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